
Bill Pruitt 

Florida Keys Towing 

25 Cocoplum Drive 

Marathon, Florida 33050 

305-360-0052

bad-boys@comcast.net

Re: Proposed rates increase 

Village of lslamorada 

Dear Honorable City Council and acting City Manager, 

I am writing to give you some information regarding a proposed rates increase for the Village of 

lslamorada, Florida Ordinance ARTICLE VII. - TOWING. 

2006 was the year in which the last rates increase for towing within the County was enacted . In the 

sixteen years since, costs associated with towing services have increased, along with the costs of almost 

everything in this country, as you all know well. 

According to most calculators of CPI increases, the average calculated difference between 2006, and 

2021 is more than 37%. 

In 2006, I paid $22,000 for insurance for nine (9) towing vehicles. My quote for this year, from 

Progressive Commercial, for five(5) towing vehicles, is $60,558. This is an increase of over one hundred 

seventy-five per cent ( 175%) in insurance costs associated with providing towing services in the city of 

Marathon. 

I am currently using five vehicles to provide services. Their makes, estimates of original costs new, 

and current replacement costs are as follows: 

1993 Peterbilt Wrecker Cost in 2006 -$210,000 

2001 International Wrecker 

2005 International Jerr-Dan Flatbed 

2006 Pro Loader Jerr-Dan flatbed 

2018 Peterbilt Jerr-Dan flatbed 

Cost in 2006 -$135,000 

Cost in 2006 -$74,441 

Cost in 2006 -$58,500 

Cost in 2006 -$72,500 

Cost to replace today -$310,000 

Cost to replace today -$184,000 

Cost to replace today -$118,500 

Cost to replace today -$95,500 

Cost to replace today -$122,000 

The average cost of towing vehicles from 2006 until now, has increased by more than fifty-nine 

(59%). 

The cost of labor has risen as well, in the sixteen years since the last rates increase. My employees 

are partly paid on commission, a percentage of towing charges, and at current rates, are barely making 

what it takes to pay for housing and food and the costs of living in our beautiful Florida Keys. 

I believe the figures provided herein, justify a rates increase, and hope that you will feel that way as 

well. 

I have been in contact with the other towing service providers in the Florida Keys, and have their full 

support for this rate increase. You will find letters of support attached from: Al's Wrecker Service (Key 

Largo), Guy's Towing (Key Largo), Wheatons (Key Largo), All American Towing and Tire (Key Largo), 

Paradise Towing (Marathon), Anchor Towing (Ramrod Key and Rockland Key), and Arnolds Towing (Stock 



Island). 

I wiH be happy to provide any further infonnation or help required to make your decision regarding 

the rates increase. Please feel free to contact me at any time. 

Respectfully, 

Bill Pruitt 

Florida Keys Towing 













commercially manufactured boom and winches having a manufacturer's combined rating of at 

least 25-ton capacity mounted on the chassis; 

2. A minimum of 200 feet of at least five-eighths-inch cable on each drum;

3. Air brakes so constructed as to lock the rear wheels automatically upon failure;

4. External air hookup and hoses, to supply air to disabled vehicles;

5. One set of scotch blocks for wheels or hydraulic rear-extendable scotch blocks; and

6. Floodlights on the hoist.

(d) Insurance requirements. No person shall for compensation recover, tow, or remove a vehicle or provide

vehicle storage or otherwise function as a wrecker operator until that person maintains in effect an insurance

policy or policies that shall insure that person for its liability at a minimum:

(1) For each wrecker, combined single limit of $500,000.00; and

(2) For garage keeper's liability, in an amount not less than $50,000.00 for each loss covering perils of fire

and explosion, theft of a vehicle and parts or contents, riot and civil commotion, vandalism, malicious

mischief, and for on-hook protection.

(e) Rates.

(1) The maximum rate that may be charged by any wrecker operator subject to this section is as follows,

based on the lowest class of wrecker service required for the vehicle, with any trailered appurtenance.

Class A Wrecker Service 

Base rate (anytime a wrecker is called to a site)

Inside storage (per day)

Outside storage (per day)

Administration fee

Notification fee

Mileage rate from wrecker station to site and

return

After hours gate fee

Service call at request of law enforcement officer

$�00 /J,oo. oo 

No charge for first six hours; Thereafter,$�

plus $)15Q per foot for vehicles over 20 feet long
3.oo 

No charge for first six hours; Thereafter, $}01)0

plus $2-:'do per foot for vehicles over 20 feet long
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$2� So.oO 

f"Jlj,(X) ;).'5,00 
$�00 first notification $�0 each additional

letter

$�per mile

4,00 
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Section 50-100 - Regulation of wrecker operators who provide towing and storage services






